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WHO IS GUILTY AS CHARGED? 





The Real Story Of Storm And 


(On television the story between Lance Storm and 
Jerry Lynn is rather simple. Lynn wants to score that elu- 
sive victory on the cocky Storm. Lynn has not been able to 
beat Storm due to interference from Mikey Whipwreck 
among others and now he wants a clean match to prove 
ihat he is the better man. Simple enough, huh? Well the 
teal Story goes much deeper than that. 

Not even eight months ago Lynn and Siom were 
very god friends outside the ring. They traveled together, 
trained together and shared the same philosophy. Their 
goals were simple. They wanted to be known as wrestlers. 
They wanted to be recognized as classic athletes who did- 
nt ried to rely on a gimmick to gel over. Then something 
happened inside Storm's head. Before the VWrestlesalbeza 
Pay-per-view Storm chose Reb Van Dam to be his partner 
in a cream partner tag team match against Sabu & Chris 
Candido. Those close to Storm said that the Calgary 
native saw this as his opportunity to shine next to a flashy. 
but comparable, grappter in Van Dam. Instead. in a pre- 
match promo, the man who trained in Stu Hart's infamous 
dungeon suffered one of the most indignifying moments of 
his career. 

“That promo did hit him very hard," Lynn said. “You 
coun really seë a change in him after that” 

Yan Dam, in front of the world, told Stomm that he 
had no flavor, no character and that well, ha was boring. 
Al that moment Storm's ego deflated or, should we say, 
metamorphosed. Stom knew he had the conditioning, 
knowledge and talent to be as good as anyone in the 
sporl He started telling himself that. Then he started 
telling others thal. With that one interview Storm re-exam- 
med hes whole philosophy on the business, Storm started 
lo become an aregant asshole. 

“On the road all he started talking about was how 
great he was,” Lynn said. “He wouldn't shut up. There 
were a lot of late night trips that | just wanted to slap him 
and tea him t shut the = up." 

The relationship between Lynn and Stomm soon 
became strained. It got worse when a young, female 
brunete approached Storm before a show. Af the time 
Storm was in the midst of a feud against Candido and 
Tamany Lynn Sytch. This young lady told Storm that she 
would take care of Syich. The woman, now known as 
Tammy Lynn Bytch, started to feed Storm's ego. She con- 
stanty told him what a stud he was. Storm ale up every 
minute of iL At that point, Lynn couldn't stand either of 
them anymore and started looking for an altemative way to 
get to the shows. But that wasn't the final nail in the coffin 
of their relationship. 

Lynn soon began a seres of competitive maiches 
against Whipwreck. In town after town, fans and critics 
were raving al how good these bouts were. They were 
pure Shenbhs, high-flying contests that featured wrestling 
at its best. Storm's inflated ego couldn't take the fact that 
his former best friend was gaining the accolades that he 
wanted. A cocky Storm wanted to prove that he was betler 
than Lynn mot just to climb the ratings, 





ynn 


not jusi to impress the fans, but to show his former friend 
that he was the better man. And it didn't matter to Storm 
that he had to abandon his old philosophy of hard work to 
cheat to do it 

“The bottom line is that I'm so talented that | said | 
could beat Jerry and Mikey,” Storm said, "and | did. Do you 
really think | ever liked traveling with Jerry listening to that 
death metal crap. Now | travel with a woman so beautiful 
that she had lo look to Canada to find a real man.” 

Every man in this situation is guilty of a wrong 
doing to another. The charges seem to mount every week- 
and. Maybe even tonight a few more may surface, but we 
will find out who is "Guilty As Charged™ January 10th ive 
On pay- perview as a winner will be decided once-in-for ail. 





The True Plans Of Taz & Douglas 


ECW Word Champion “The Franchise" Shane 
Douglas has always used his Intellect io survive. In a time 
Wien Douglasa le faced with monk adventity than over 
before, he has olhar davined hie moet briliant plan yot oF 
he has outsmarted himself, 

1996 has not boen a good year physically for 
Douglas. His major injuries have been well documented, 
but he has also suffered many minor aliments that have 
kept him from being closa to 100% for the entire year. 
some inside the ECW locker room wonder if Douglas is 
éven In worse condition than hé ië letting on, Douglas has 
ohvays overcome these injuries though, but he has neaded 
a tite help from his Triple Threat cohorts to do so. Now 
Bam Bam Bigelow is gone and Chris Candido is missing in 
action. Douglas must face his opponents with the knowl- 
edge that he has mo enforcers ready to run in from the 
locker room at a moment's notes, 

“Do you think | would even talk to Taz if! didn't 
have to,” Douglas said. “I took an honest look at my shua- 
tion and I knew what | had to do, | have that scarred up 
freak Sabu to contend with. I'd rather battia a wrestler like 
Taz than a freak like Sabu any day. Taz knows that to get 
to me, | have to get past Sabu. | did the only thing that 
makes sense for both Taz and |." 

The scared up frenk Sabu seams to have 
Douglas’ number. If you look back al the few single match- 
665 between the two in ECW history, there has bean no 
cigar cut victor, Not oniy that, but Sabu has scored two 
récent pinfalls over Douglas in tag team matches and the 
two battled to a controversial double pin just over a month 
ago in Pittsburgh. Sabu has proven he can beat Gougias, 
but “The Franchise” has yet to soundly defeat Sabu, In 
addition, Sabu has shown new levels of viclousness lately 
#3 he has bloodied Douglas on a number of occasions 
with a Steel spike. Sabu can taste the blood of the worki 
champion and itis obvious ho will do anything to gat that 
worki title back around his walst 

“Sabu loves that word tithe, daddy,” Sabu's man- 
ager Bill Alfonso said. “He had it for one week and he 
wants it more. He dreams of that belt every night. He's 


gonna be more homicidal, genocidal and suicidal than ever 


before to get that strap," 

But perhaps Douglas’ plan goes deeper than just 
getting Taz to protect him by taking out Sabu, “The 
Franchise” knows that Taz and Sabu share a deep hatred. 
Any spark between the two can cause a full-blown explo- 
on. Douglas may have tried to cause that spark hoping 
that his top two challengers would tum their attention away 
from the world title and towards each other. Douglas would 





laugh. Taz hae mada it clear that he will choose his spots. 
But we all know Taz and we all know Taz always has a 
comet plan that benefits only himsel. Maybe this was 
Tars way of mentally screwing with Douglas 

“do what | want when | want to do it," Taz said 
“It's that simple. | hate Sabu. | owed Sabu three receipts 
for stealing my kill, hitting me in the head with a chair and 
taking my number one contenders spot at the last pay- 
pér-view. | gave him one back at the ECW Arena, | still 
owe Sabu one receipt and I'll finish the job when | want to. 
Maybe Ml do it tonight, maybe | won't It's up to ma." 

Recelpt number two came at the beginning of 
December in Buffalo, New York. Taz once again purposely 
suplexed Sabu on his neck. Once again the challengers 
chronic weak point, his neck, was damaged. However, it 
has mot been enough to knock Sabu out of action- yat 

“I know Taz will finish the job,” Douglas sald. “I've 
offered him too much not too. He has the world al his fin- 
ger tips. I'l give him money, Il give him the most beautiful 
woman in ihe worki Francine (pictured), but even more 60, 
putting Sabu out is the only way to get to the gold." 

Taz ultimately wants the ECW world tite. He has 
been obsessed with it for almost a year now. There is a 
chance that Taz is buying into Douglas’ plan or that Taz 
just sees this as an opportunity to get his hands on Sabu, 
but anyone who knows Taz knows that he always has his 
own agenda. Taz may just be setting up Douglas. Then 
again, Taz may not even have the patience to follow his 
plan. The Path Of Rage can explode anytime, Taz could 
snap at any moment Douglas and the world title may be 
in more danger than anyone can even comprehend. Vo 
will find out who ls "Guilty As Charged" on January 10th. 
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like nothing more than to watch the top two challengers try Pa E 


to destroy each other. While the plan seamed to work at 
the ECW Arena on November 21s! when Taz triod to pur- 
posaly break Sabu's neck with the first ever Taz-mission 
turned inte a Taz-plex, it got a little more complex in Ft. 
Lauderdale on November 27th. 

As Sabu was battling Roadkill, Douglas screamed 
across the arena for Taz to finish the job, All Taz did was 
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A WORLD TITLE CHANGE IN JAPAN ` 


Bil Alfonso took the biggest gamble of his life and 
as a result proved fo be perhaps tha best manager in the 
game today. 

Fonzie knew that Sabu and Reb Van Dam, who 
have always shared tension, were growing more distant 
than usual after losing the world tag team straps. Even 
professionally thelr goals were very different Van Dam 
had the workd television title on his mind while Sabu had 
oné eye on Shane Douglas and the other on Taz. Alfonso 
negoti to pull his mon back together and into a team. The 
only way he decided he could do that was threaten their 
exsience as a tag team. Alfonso put his meal feket on the 
ine. On a television interview, Fonzie stated that if Van 
Dam and Sabu did not win the world tag team titles in 
Japan, he would break up the team forever. 

Then world and record breaking five-time tag tearm 
champions Bubba and D-Von Dudley started salivating 
upon hearing this news. There is nothing The Dudley Boys 
hove doing more than breaking up tag teams. They did it 
with The Gangstas, they did it with The Eliminators, now 
they could do it to the fan's favorite again. Bubba knew 
one way to really gain the ire of the public though. Bubba 
wanied (6 prove a point He wanted to show thal he and 
D-Von were indeed the best tag team in the world and in a 
move he might have grown to regret, he left Big Dick, Sign 
Guy and Joel Gertner al home. This was going to be an 
even match 

"| knew the straps were in the bag," Alonso said 
“Van Dam and Sabu were extra motivated that night, 
daddy. | Knew that they didn't want to separate as a team 
and that they wouldn't let it happen.” 

So the stage was set In Tokyo's Korakven Hall, 
which has been called Japan's ECW Arona, on December 
13th. The back and forth brawl saw tables and chairs used 
throughout the contest D-Von gained the advantage with a 
nech-breaker out of the comer on Van Dam 





However, a triple jump moonsault by Sabu on D-Von and a 
Van Dam somersault dive on Bubba evened the odds. 
After more brawling and several double team moves Van 
Dam connected two Van Daminators on Bubba busting the 
big man open. Upon the second Van Daminater. Sabu 
crashed onto D-Von with the Arabian facebuster resulting 
in a douwe per and new champions. 

“Hey | brought us the gaid again,” Van Dam said 
“AS if there was any doubt that we would beat The 
Dudieys. Afterall, | am the whole P == show." 

ECW s two day invasion of Korakuen Hall as a 
guest of the FMW promotion saw The Dudieys first suc- 
cessful defend the world tag team tithes against FMVs 
Tetshuhiro Kurodo and Gosaku after hitting Kurodo with 
3D on December 12th. Shane Douglas put the ECW world 
tithe on the line in a victory over Gedo. Sabu and Rob Van 
Dam scored a victory over tha first time team of Hayabusa 
and Tommy Dreamer in 17:17 in an @xceting bout that 
could have gone either way before Van Dam pinned 
Creamer after a frog splash. 

Douglas successfully defended the world title 
again on December 13th by defeating Dreamer. It It 
appeared Dreamer had the title after a Spicolli driver, but 
Douglas kicked out. “The Franchise” thought he had 
scored the victory after the belly-to-belly, but Dreamer rose 
his shoulder on the bwo count. “The Innovator Of Violence" 
appeared to have the tthe won when he had Douglas set 
up for a DOT, but Francine made an impact in her 
Japanese debut weekend by interfering. Finally Douglas 
scored the pin after the fisherman's buster. 

"I made this world balt the most prestigious wond 
title in wrestling this weekend," Douglas said. “After a 14 
hour pane nde and an ordeal to get to the building, | put 
the world tile on ihe line on two consecutive nights against 
the toughest opponents they could find. That is why I'm 
“The Franchise” and a true world heavyweight champion.” 






Pitteburgh, 
Fa at the 
David 
Lawrence 
Convention 
Canter: Toss 
Rogers beat 
Mike Lozankey; Masato Tanaka won a 
king of the hill battle royal te eara 
a World title ohot va. Shane Douglas 
with Francine that night; Danny 
Doring & Read Kill best Super Nowa ù 
Tomay Dreamer when Credible 
interefered and caused Dreamor to be 
pinned; Bubba Ray & D-Von Dudley with 
Sign Guy Dudley as prosented by Joel 
Gertner beat John Eronus & Spike 
Dudley. Bafore the bout Bubba berated 
Boveral monbersa of the Pitteburgh 
Stealers at ringside before provoking 
thas to hit thea ring. While security 
Kept most of the Stealers back San 
Puamatu’Mafalea nailed Bubba with a 
tackle; Chris Cheated beat Justin 
Credible with Jason & Chastity after 
Dreamer hit Creidble in the head with 
à television set; Lance Storm with 
Tammy Lynn Bytch beat Mikey 
Whipereck: Sabu with Bill Alfonso 
baat Balle Mahoney; Douglas pinned 
Tanaka in a sclentific classic 





Bec. 5° in Buffalo, NY at the Burt 
Flickinger Center: Rogera beat 
Lozansky; Spike beat Spanish Angel; 
The Full Blooded Italians of Tracey 
Ssethera & Little Guide with Tomy 
Rich and neweat member The One Man 
Gang defeated Hova & Dresser with 
help frem Credible; Big Dick Dudley 
beat John Eronus, Tanaka boat 
Credible after Dreamer interfered: 
The Dudley Boys captured a three-way 
dance over the teams of Taz & Shane 
Douglas and Reb Van Dam & Sabu; Hew 
JAcK beat Red Price; Mahoney beat 
Boring: Van Dam with Bill Alfonso 
boat Storm in a classic 


Dec. 6“ in Altoona, Pa at the Jaffa 
Moaque: Roger beat Angel; FDI beat 
Chetti & Hora; Frice beat Dresser 
after Credible nailed Dreamer with 
the Singapore cane; Whipwreck beat 





Boring: Spike, with somo help from 
Dreamer, beat Credible; Douglas beat 
Ono Man Gang, The Dudleys boat Balle 
& Axl Rotten in a barbed wire 
Baseball bat match blesd bath; Van 
Dan beat Storm 


Spécial Thanks: Lyda Heller and Copytek Systems 
i Photos by: George Tahonis, Mark Steiglit: & 
i Howard Kemats 
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Extreme Championship Wrestling 
Ag Hall, Allentown, Pennsylvania 
Thursday, December 17th, 1998, 8:00pm 
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ECW World Champion 
Shane Douglas 
with Francine 
“Tht Franchise" is Irate After N2R 


ECW World Tag Team Champions 
Sabu & Rob Van Dam 
with Bill Alfonso 


Van t 
with Bill Alfonse 
Has An Open Contract To Defend Any Bolt He Wants 


ECW World Television Champion 
Dam 


FTW Champion 
Taz 
When WN The Third Recept Come? 


Justin Credible 
with Jason & Chastity 
Wants To Avinge His N2R Loss To Dreamer 


T Dreamer 
Disiroit Abut Funk, S Wants To Shut Uo Credite 


Bubba & D-Von Dudley 


with Sign Guy Dudley & Joel Gertner 
They Want The World Tag Team Titles Back 


Spike Dudley 
The Acid Drop Keeps Leaving The Big Guys Down 
Tracey Smothers & Little Guido 


with Tommy Rich 
Po'ed Cause The Spaghetti Sauce fn Allentown Sucks 


New Jack 
Hè Has His Eyes On Credibfo's Assasins 


John Kronus 


Kronus is Ganfused 


Balls Mahoney & Axl Rotten 
Stil Looking For Revenge Against The Oudleys 


One Man Gang 
The New Enforcer For The Fel 


Rod Price 
This Tough Guy Has Credible's Back 


Tommy Rogers 
This Veteran is A Tomakara" Away From Pinning Anyone 


with Tammy Lynn Bytch 
Thinks He's Better Causo He's From Ganoda 


Plust Super Nova, Chris Chetti, Danny Doring, Roadkill, Sal E. Graziano, more! 
Tonights Referees: Jim Molineaux, Jeff Jones, John “Pee Wee” Moore 


OOO Write In ‘Tonight's Results Below. Check Next To The Winners: EN 
! Match 1: — TS. Match 5: Ve. _ 
Match 2: _ ve. Match 6: s mtd | 
- Match 3: vs. Match 7: ve. 
| Match 4: S VS. Match 8: à vs. > 
| Notes: ae 
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| Ipeoming : yo ng g awaite ntown! 
>This Saturday will soo a national tv taping at the word facia ECW Arona. 215-755-4177 ject info & tickots 


>Sunday December 27th In Wilkes-Barro, Pa at The Armory. 215-579-2399 for tix and info 





wew.ecwwrestling.com; Card Subject To Change 


